
 

 

Minutes of the expert groups 
 

 
 

 
Meeting of the informal Green Public Procurement Advisory Group 

4 June 2019, Budapest, Vienna 
 

 
1) Approval of the agenda and of the minutes of the previous meeting 
 
The agenda was approved. The minutes of the previous meetings had already been approved 
via written exchanges. 
 
2) Nature of the meeting  
 
The meeting was addressed to members of the informal Green Public Procurement Advisory 
Group. The main purpose was to exchange information on GPP-related activities within the 
EU and to provide advice to the Commission on steps to support public authorities throughout 
Europe in greening their purchases. 
 
3) List of points discussed 
 
Welcome by Hungarian Public Procurement Authority and GPP experience in Hungary 
 
WELCOME BY HUNGARIAN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY AND GPP EXPERIENCE IN 
HUNGARY (MR CSABA BALÁZS RIGÓ – PRESIDENT) 
 
The President of the Hungarian Public Procurement Authority welcomed all the participants 
and provided an overview on the state of green public procurement in Hungary (see 
presentation). 
 
INFORMATION BY THE COMMISSION ON NEW POLICY DEVELOPMENTS – EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
(DG ENV) 
 
The Commission provided an update on several subjects (see presentation): 
The high relevance of GPP in the transition towards a Circular Economy has been recently 
acknowledged in the Commission staff working document “Sustainable product in a circular 
economy – Towards an EU product policy framework contributing to the circular economy”. 
The document restate the essential role of GPP, in synergy with other tools, to boost the 
transition toward a circular economy. 
 
EU GPP criteria recently published: 

i. Road lighting and traffic signals (translations will soon be available) 
ii. Road transport (idem as above) 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/GPP_Hungarian_PP_Authority_activities.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/GPP_Hungarian_PP_Authority_activities.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/190528_Update_from_the_Commission.pdf


 

 

GPP training toolkit and training activities: the GPP training toolkit has been finalised and it 
has recently been published in May 2019. It includes 7 modules and a general introduction 
(introduction, strategic module, legal module, needs assessment, market engagement, circular 
procurement and operational module). It has been translated into 10 EU languages and it will 
be used as a basis to provide training activities on GPP in 11 countries (Croatia, Cyprus, 
Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania and Malta). The 
Commission asked the participants from countries where translations has not been done, if 
they would be interested to take care of the translations. 
GPP Life Cycle Costing – LCC tools. The first tool of the series, the one on computer and 
monitors, has been finalised at the end of 2018. Work is currently ongoing on the tools for 
indoor and outdoor lighting and the draft tool has been sent ahead of the meeting. Comments 
from the advisory group would be appreciated. All tools are planned to be finalised by the end 
of 2019. The Commission asked the participants from countries where translations has not 
been done, if they would be interested to take care of the translations. Croatia stated that it 
would not be possible for them to translate the tools but they believe it would be useful to 
have it translated in their national language. 
GPP NGO Network. This project has been finalised in April 2018. A network of EU NGOs 
working on GPP was established in 2016 and more than 30 organisations participated. 19 
workshops were organised by these NGOs, involving local and regional contracting 
authorities. 
Experiences on the use of the TAIEX EIR Peer to Peer tool: workshops on green and circular 
PP have recently been organised, with the support of this instrument, in Finland, Czech 
Republic and Latvia. The Commission reminded the participants of the possibility to receive 
support through the TAIEX EIR Peer to Peer tool. 
Pharmaceuticals in the environment and public procurement policies. The Commission has 
adopted, on 11 March, the Communication on a Strategic Approach to Pharmaceuticals in the 
Environment (COM(2019) 128 final). With this Communication the Commission wants to 
raise the awareness about the increased presence of pharmaceuticals in the environment 
across Europe and announce a number of actions to tackle the problem in the years to come. 
One of the actions included relates to GPP and reads: "Discuss, with the relevant Member 
State authorities, the possibility of using procurement policy to encourage greener 
pharmaceutical design and manufacturing". The Commission informs about this recent 
Communication and asks the members of the group to share their possible experience on the 
topic. 
Updates on socially responsible public procurement 

• Workshops on socially responsible PP – buying for social impact - BSI: workshops 
are being organised in fifteen Member States (SE, DK, NL, EL, FR, DE, IT, PL, LV, 
SK, CZ, HU, RO, HR, IE). https://www.aeidl.eu/images/bsi_docs/BSI_Flyer2.pdf  

• Update of the Buying Social guide on using social considerations in PP. This 
Commission guide from 2011 will be updated to the 2014 legislative framework. The 
update will be drafted with a practical approach and examples will be updated. It will 
include sections on planning and preparing the tendering procedure as well as the post-
award/contract management phase. Completion of the guide is expected by early 2020. 
 

• Collecting good practices and raising awareness on Socially responsible public 
procurement: an invitation to tender was launched for a project with 2 main tasks:(i) 
collecting good practices of EU public buyers on socially responsible public 

https://www.aeidl.eu/images/bsi_docs/BSI_Flyer2.pdf


 

 

procurement; and(ii) devising and implementing a dissemination and communication 
campaign on socially responsible public procurement for 2 target audiences. 

 

UPDATE BY MEMBERS OF THE AG ON GPP-RELATED DEVELOPMENTS IN THEIR COUNTRIES AND 
ORGANISATIONS 

 
DG ENV summarised the main achievements and developments in different Member States 
since the last meeting in November 2018 and asked specific representatives if they wished to 
provide more details. 
 
Norway informed about an ongoing project with OECD to identify strengths and weaknesses 
of the Norwegian procurement system related to sustainable procurement. 
 
Ireland presented the Government decision from January 2019 with which the Irish 
Government decided that Government Departments and Public Bodies reduce generation of 
single use plastics and focus on improving overall resource efficiency within their 
organisations. 
 
The Netherlands informed that they took the lead on start building an alliance of big buyers in 
ICT procurement for developing a roadmap on ICT and smart phones and a common 
approach on how to make ICT circular and how to get acceptable social conditions. 
 
Slovenia reported that they recently get approval for a LIFE project for climat action, in which 
they included a significant part on GPP. 
 
(for more details, see the annex with the updates from the GPP AG members) 
 
GPP ACTIVITIES OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF BUDAPEST (MS DALMA KITTKA) 
 
Ms Kittka presented the activities in the field of the City of Budapest. She highlighted the 
achievements and the targets set for the future, as well as the main barriers identified and the 
strategies and tools put in place to overcome them (see presentation). 
 
FRENCH GUIDES FOR ZERO DEFORESTATION AND SUSTAINABLE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT (MR 
FLORIAN LANCHANTIN) 
 
Mr Lanchantin presented the French strategy to combat imported deforestation, which 
includes a “zero deforestation” public procurement policy by 2020 objective. A handbook 
consisting of 7 technical datasheets for procurement product groups with high-risk of 
deforestation is currently being drafted (see presentation). 
DG ENV highlighted the interest to also include, in the final version of the handbook, 
references to the different legislations and voluntary tools developed at EU level to promote a 
more sustainable and deforestation-free consumption in different areas. In particular, available 
tools include FLEGT licences, to ensure that only legally harvested timber is imported into 
the EU, the EU Ecolabel and EU GPP criteria. 
 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/190110_Update%20GPP%20Member%20States.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/SPP_Achievements_and_Targets_of_the_City_of_Budapest.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/Presentation_CP_et_Deforest_en.pdf


 

 

STANDARD PROCUREMENT FORMS AND STRATEGIC PROCUREMENT ASPECTS 
 
DG ENV introduced the topic informing that the Commission is revising the standard forms 
for e-procurement. (see presentation). An inclusion in the standard forms of fields concerning 
green public procurement could be beneficial for monitoring the GPP uptake. However, the 
absence of a common understanding across the EU of what is considered as being a “green” 
purchase, risks to make the data collected not comparable and of limited interest. Several 
round of consultations on the e-forms, also with MS, took place during the last 2-3 years and 
some fields related to strategic and green public procurement are currently proposed to be 
introduced. The Commission recently sent to Member States a request for opinion on the 
public procurement standard forms Implementing Regulation ("eForms"). 
 
Germany presented to the group the details of which fields related to green procurement are 
currently proposed to be introduced and highlighted the potentialities of including additional 
fields and possibly make their filling-in compulsory for contracting authorities. 
 
It was agreed to share within the group the comments already made by Germany’s Ministry of 
Environment on the revision of the standard forms. DG ENV recommended that the members 
of the group get in contact with their national counterpart in charge of the reply to the 
Commission’s request for opinion, in order to possibly propose modifications related to the 
green public procurement fields. 
 
CIRCULAR PROCUREMENT CRITERIA DEVELOPED UNDER THE LIFE PROJECT EUROPEAN 
CLOTHING ACTION PLAN – ECAP (THE NETHERLANDS) 
 
Ms Barbara Van Offenbeek and Mr Emile Bruls presented the ECAP project, its objectives 
and achievements. They highlighted the interest of introducing circularity aspects in textiles 
and clothing public procurement, the current obstacles to a broader use of circularity criteria 
sector and the environmental benefits achievable. Finally, they presented the 
recommendations identified with the project to make the clothing sector more circular, also 
through actions in the field of public procurement (see presentation). 
 
SHARE OF EXPERIENCES ON GPP CRITERIA FOR CONSTRUCTION 
 
Malta introduced the topic and explained their interest in sharing experiences with the other 
members of the group on GPP criteria for construction, and in particular with buildings other 
than office buildings. In fact, EU GPP criteria for buildings only covers buildings where 
mainly administrative, bureaucratic and clerical activities are carried out. 
Belgium informed that they have a tool in their country to evaluate the sustainability of 
buildings. 
The Netherlands mentioned examples of reuse of buildings and Italy stated that they have 
developed compulsory green criteria for public buildings. 
It was agreed that more details would be exchanged bilaterally among the interested parties as 
a follow-up to the meeting. 
 
REPORT FROM THE SPP NEXT MEETING ON 3 JUNE 2019 
 
One of the main topic discussed by the SPP next group concerned the unclarities and 
difficulties in the use of labels and environmental management systems in public 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/190529_Standard_procurement_forms_and_strategic_procurement_aspects.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/Circular_procurement_criteria_for_textiles_ECAP_project.pdf


 

 

procurement, as well as the formulation of possible solutions. The group informed that they 
are drafting a note to the attention of the Commission on that specific subject. Moreover, 
difficulties and possible solutions were examined to prioritise the product groups for which 
EU GPP criteria should be developed. Finally, the group highlighted the need to differentiate 
the supporting actions from the Commission, depending on the level of knowledge in GPP: 
for countries with experience with GPP other tools rather than only EU GPP criteria would be 
more effective. 
 
UPDATE FROM UN ENVIRONMENT (MR FARID YAKER) 
 
Mr Yaker provided an updated on UN Environment activities, with a specific focus on the 
ongoing work on a draft index for the measurement of SGD indicator 12.7.1 – number of 
countries implementing sustainable public procurement policies and action plans (see 
presentation). 
 
DG ENV expressed its appreciation for the ongoing work and reminded that a system for 
SDGs reporting exists at Eurostat and consistency between the two reporting system should 
be ensured. 
 
UPDATE ON EU GPP CRITERIA UNDER DEVELOPMENT/REVISION 
 
DG ENV provided an overview on the overall criteria development with the work plan for the 
different product groups (see presentation). 

• Food and catering services (stakeholders consultation finalised – discussion 
within Commission still ongoing) 

• Data centres (3rd, and last, stakeholder – written – consultation finalised – 
publication planned by end 2019) 

• Public space maintenance (3rd, and last, stakeholder – written – consultation 
finalised – publication planned by end 2019) 

• Imaging equipment (2nd, and last, stakeholder – written – consultation ongoing 
– publication planned by early 2020) 

 
4) Next steps 
 
DG ENV announced that the next meeting of the group will take place in Malta, in February-
March 2020, and thanked the Maltese colleagues for offering to host the meeting. The precise 
date will be communicated as soon as defined. 
 
5) List of participants 
 

Country Organisation represented 

AT Inter-University Research Centre for 
Technology, Work and Culture - IFZ 

BE Wallonie – Departement for sustainable 
development 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/Presentation_FY_GPP_AG_Budapest_June19.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/Presentation_FY_GPP_AG_Budapest_June19.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/Update_on_EU_GPP_criteria_under_development_or_revision.pdf


 

 

BE Flanders – Department of environment 

CZ Ministry of the Environment 

DE Federal Ministry for the Environment 

DE German Environmental Protection Agency 

DK Danish Environmental Protection Agency 

EE Ministry of the Environment 

ES Ministry for the ecological transition 

FR Ministry of ecological transition 

HU Public Procurement Authority 

HR Ministry of Environment and Energy 

IE Department of Communications, Climate Action 
and Environment 

IE Office of government procurement 

IT Ministry of Environment 

IT Central purchasing body - CONSIP 

LV Ministry of environmental protection 

MT Ministry for Sustainable Development, the 
Environment and Climate Change 

NL Ministry for Infrastructure and the Environment 

NL RWS Netherlands 



 

 

PO Public Procurement Office 

SK Ministry of Environment 

SK Slovak Environment Agency 

SL Ministry of the Environment and Spatial 
Planning - Slovenia 

NO Difi 

 UN Environment 

 European Environmental Bureau 

EC Joint Research Centre European Commission 

EC DG Environment, European Commission 

 


